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Judging Guidelines (Issued 2/3/18) 

We use a website based system where the images to be judged are 
stored in separate galleries for each of the 3 grades. 

1. System Requirements 

To judge the competition successfully you will need a reliable internet 
connection, and ideally a display that can display at least 1920 x 1200 
pixels (as that is the maximum size of the images). Also it is best if you 
set your browser (Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer, etc) into full screen 
mode. 

2. Club Member Grades 

Our club members are divided into three grades - Advanced, A and B. 

Advanced grade is for those members who have demonstrated that 
they can consistently produce images that are of a standard that could 
reasonably be expected to gain acceptance in national or international 
competitions. 

A grade is for those members who have demonstrated that they can 
produce very high quality images but are not yet consistently producing 
images of a standard that would be likely to give them success in 
competitions beyond the club level. 

B grade is for those members who have limited photographic 
experience and/or only basic photographic skills. It is also for members 
interested in photography related discussion and appreciation of viewing 
images but not in regular competition. 

3. Comments and Awards 

We ask judges to make a written comment on each image and to award 
Merits, Honours and a Judge’s Choice in each section, with no limit on 
the number of Merits and Honours. 



We appreciate that judging is a personal and subjective process but we 
offer the following general guidelines. 

Comments   -  Our members appreciate comments that will assist 
them to improve their photography but we prefer comments that 
address more than just the technical aspects of the image. 

All images should meet the appropriate definitions (monochrome, 
nature, etc,). 

If you believe that an image does not satisfy a relevant definition then 
please indicate why in your comments for that image. 

Merit Awards 

 
Advanced Grade - any image that the judge considers to be of a 
standard likely to be accepted in a national or international competition. 

A Grade - any image that the judge considers to be above the average 
standard of the A Grade images in that month’s competition 

B Grade - any image that the judge considers to be above the average 
standard of the B Grade images in that month’s competition. 

Honours Awards 

Advanced Grade - any image that the judge considers to be of a 
standard that would almost certainly be accepted in a national or 
international competition. 

A Grade - any image that the judge considers to be equivalent to the 
general standard to the Advanced Grade images in that month’s 
competition. 

B Grade - any image that the judge considers to be equivalent to the 
general standard to the A Grade images in that month’s competition. 

Judge’s Choice Award  

 
All Grades - the image considered the best image in the grade. 

Note that judges sometimes wish to make general comments, 
covering all grades, all entries. This is entirely optional. When 



judges choose to make general comments, the email notification of 
completion of judging can be used to convey these comments. The 
general comments will be saved to a page on the website 
accessible to all members.  

4. Judging Procedure 

• When a gallery is accessed (refer to instructions in the email), a 
page of thumbnail images will be displayed. 

• Click on first thumbnail and a larger image will display 
• You can cycle through all images displayed in the enlarged view 

using the side arrows 
• To make your comment you will need to close the large image 

and click on the comments icon associated with each image 
thumbnail, type the comment, and repeat for each image. 

• To make awards, you will need to click on the rosette attached to 
the individual image thumbnail of images you wish to award and 
select the award from the dropdown (Merit or Honours or 
Honours & JC or Merit & JC - Merit & JC only in the rare instance 
of no images judged worthy of Honours) .  Note that there are 
additional selections that are used by the administrator. For all 
images that you do not deem worthy of Merit or Honours, 
please select “Accepted” (unless you feel that the image does 
not meet the definition of the competition, where you’ll select 
“Rejected” - unusual occurrence). 

When judging is finished, please advise the EDI Coordinator by 
replying to the email.  

R.Strange  
EDI Coordinator 2/3/18 


