
Newsletter for June 2017 

Who’s Who in the Club 
President:	Roy	Killen	(roykillen@mac.com)		
Vice	President:	Katherine	James		
Secretary:	Susan	Slack		
Assistant	Secretary:	Jill	Helps		
Treasurer:	Peter	Finch		
Judge	Co-ordinator:	Richard	Strange		
Membership	Co-ordinator:	Alma	Wyllie		
Webmaster:	Colin	Woods		
PresentaHons	Co-ordinator:	Diane	Schofield		
CommiKee:	Susan	MacNeil,	Bev	Woodman,	Phil	Woodman,	

Carole	Lorimer,	Alex	Hunter,	Barbara	Hunter,	Peter	
Stanley,	Sheila	Stanley	

NewsleKer	Editor:	Anne	Killen	(annekillen1@mac.com)		

	Patron:	Les	Porter	49585840	www.lesporter1.com.au		

Please	feel	free	to	contact	any	of	the	Commi?ee	members	to	
discuss	club	ma?ers	and	to	have	those	ma?ers	raised	at	a	
Commi?ee	meeCng.	The	Commi?ee	meets	on	the	first	
Wednesday	of	each	month.		

“Please say yes” (c) Roy Killen 

I’m going to borrow this sign next time we need 
volunteers! 
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From the Editor 

What’s new this 
month? 

Me! And despite the 
suspicions of some, I really did 
offer without any suggestion or 
prompting from our President. 
In fact, he’s probably dreading 
the amount of assistance I may 
need, but I’ll do my best.  

What else is new 
this month? 

*  The deadline for NPF entries 
is 11th June and organisers 
would be delighted to see as 
many entries from club 
members as possible. 

* A new photography 
competition for Newcastle 
closes on 29th June. Details 
of the John Coxon Memorial 
Photographic Awards and 
the link to their website can 
be found at the end of the 
Newsletter. About $6,000 is 
being offered in prizes. 

Photography quote 
of the month 

The judge is always right, 
except when he is 
commenting on your images. 
Roy Killen.                                                 

Belmont 16s 
Photography Club

mailto:roykillen@mac.com
mailto:annekille1@mac.com


From the President 
Great news: we have a new Newsletter Editor - my 
wonderful wife, Anne Killen. Thank you Anne for 
volunteering to fill this important role in the club. 

Thanks again to Erin Bonvino for her work as 
Newsletter Editor over the past year. Without lots of 
volunteers our club could not function. 

One of the things that makes our club successful is the 
opportunity it provides for members to share their 
images and their knowledge about photography. We do 
this in various ways - competitions, training nights, 
exhibitions, outings and other social activities. The 
more our members participate in these activities the 
greater their opportunities to learn from one another. I 
encourage all members to make the most of these 
opportunities and to think of other ways in which they 
can contribute to the life of the club. 

This Newsletter contains some important dates, 
including deadlines for submitting NPF entries. Please 
respond to these requests as soon as possible. 

“Traces of the past” (c) Roy Killen 
You might have noticed that I entered the above image 
as a monochrome print in February (when it did not 
gain an award) and again in April (when it gained 
Honours). So, don't be discouraged if one judge does 
not like your image.  

If you check the club competition rules under 
Members>Competition Information on the club 
website you will see the conditions under which you 
may enter an image more than once.   
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Computer site of the 
month 

Please let me know if you have a 
favourite computer site about 
photography or displaying 
photographs that you like. This 
one comes from Diane Schofield: 

To get your creative juices going, 
visit the following site: 
Creatively Approaching Abstract 
Photography: 
https://
photography.tutsplus.com/
articles/creatively-approaching-
abstract-photography--
photo-6665 

The site also has some very 
different images at: 
https://
photography.tutsplus.com/
articles/70-stunning-abstract-
photographs--photo-8826 

Diane comments that some of 
these will give our judges a run 
for their money! 

Prints from Cessnock 
Exhibition 

Thank you to Katherine James, 
Brenton and Beryl Elsie, Colin 
Schofield and Roy Killen for 
helping to take down the prints 
from the Cessnock Library 
Exhibition. 

If you need your large prints for 
the NPF you can collect them 
from Katherine; otherwise they 
will be available for collection at 
the club meeting on 21st June. 

If you need your small prints for 
the NPF you can collect them 
from Roy. If you don't need them 
for the NPF we would like to use 
them for the Swansea Library 
Exhibition. If you do not want 
your prints displayed at Swansea 
please let Roy know. 
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From the Membership Co-0rdinator - Alma Wyllie  
Welcome to our new members.   

This financial year new members are:  

Peter Dury in April 
Sue Crickmore and Ian Armstrong in May. 

Total membership is 102 plus 18 student members. 

From the Presentations Co-ordinator - Diane Schofield 
On 14th June, Roy Killen will give a presentation on “Blending Modes” which is an option 
you will find in Photoshop and most other modern image editors that allows you to use 
layers. This presentation will explain how Blending Modes can be used to enhance 
individual images (such as boosting contrast and colour) and how they can be used to 
combine images. It will be useful (but not essential) to review Roy’s tutorials on “Layers, 
Masks and Channels” and “Luminosity Masks” before this presentation. These tutorials 
can be downloaded from the Members>Training Activities and Downloads section of the 
club website. 

On 28th June, Roy will give a presentation on “Sharpening Images”. This presentation will 
explain why images need to be sharpened before printing or digital display and how to 
avoid judges’ comments such as “This image is obviously over-sharpened”. It does not 
matter which image editor you use, you will find this session informative and useful. 

  
From the Judge Co-ordinator - Richard Strange 
The Judges for June are: 

Prints -  Large Colour and Mono (3 grades) plus Mini Open (2 grades):  Brad le 
Broque, the local legend. 

EDI Colour:  Diana Magor, lives in England, has judged our EDI previously. 

EDI Monochrome: Mykl Devlin, resides in Toowoomba, a regular judge for us. 

EDI Set Subject (“Country Roads”):  Bev Woodman, our own tireless toiler. 

From the EDI Co-ordinator - Richard Strange

June EDI competitions (Colour, Mono and Set Subject “Country Roads”) close for entry 
on 18th June, after which they will be judged and results presented at our July Members' 
night.  May EDI results will be presented at the June Members’ night on 21st. 
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Northern Photographic Federation (NPF) 
The Northern Photographic Federation consists of the following clubs: Belmont 16s 
Photography Club, Maitland Camera Club, Wangi Camera Club, Newcastle Photographic 
Society, South Newcastle Photography Club and The Entrance Camera Club.  

Each year Belmont club hosts the “NPF Weekend” during which there are presentations by 
keynote speakers, trade displays and an exhibition of the NPF competition entries. The 
competition is held prior to this weekend and the Maitland club is responsible for 
organising the judging. 

Full details of the NPF competition and the online entry system (for both prints and EDI) 
are available at http://npf.myphotoclub.com.au. 

The sections in this year’s competition are: 

 PRINTS - colour, monochrome, Nature, small prints. 

 EDI - Open (colour or monochrome), Nature, Creative. 

You may enter up to 3 images in each section. 

If you enter three or more sections you will go in the draw to win a New York City Photo 
Safari. Refer to the NPF website http://npf.myphotoclub.com.au for more details. 

The sizes for prints and EDI are the same as for our Belmont monthly competitions. 
Before submitting your entries online please read the two sections on the entry page that 
are labelled “Important information you should read before entering …”  

Important dates: 

Entries for both Prints and EDI must be made online no later than 11pm on 
14th June. 

Prints may be handed in at the 14th June training night or delivered to 
Barbara Hunter no later than 16th June. 

The NPF weekend is 8th-9th July. 

The Photographic Scavenger Hunt will be at The Entrance on 16th July. 

Barbara Hunter is the NPF representative for our club and you can contact Barbara if you 
have any questions. There will be more information about the Scavenger Hunt in the July 
Newsletter. 

Small Prints Needed 
Our club has been invited to display 40 small prints (usual size for club competitions) at 
the Swansea Library during July and August.  

If you would like one or more of your prints to be included in the display, please give them 
to Roy Killen no later than the June club meeting (21st June).  

The subject matter is open, but please remember that young children will be able to see the 
display. 

June 2017 �4

http://npf.myphotoclub.com.au
http://npf.myphotoclub.com.au


Borrowing Club Equipment 
Club members are able to borrow the following equipment: mount board cutter, spyder for 
monitor calibration, and a flat-bed scanner.  Please contact Alex Hunter if you wish to 
borrow any equipment - Tel: 49 467390, or email alexhunter37@bigpond.com. 

Mounting Prints 
Instructions for cutting mount boards and mounting prints can be downloaded from the 
club website. From the menu select Members>Training Activities and Downloads and then 
click on the “downloaded here” link. While you are there, have a look at some of the other 
training activity downloads that you might have missed. 

Mount boards that are cut to the correct size for large prints (50x40cm) can be purchased 
from the club (contact Alex Hunter) for $2 each. You will need to cut the “window” 
yourself but you can borrow the club’s mount board cutter to do this. The piece you cut out 
for a large print will be large enough for one or two small print mounts. 

Images in the Newsletter 
We would like to be able to feature members’ images in the Newsletter. We will always 
acknowledge the owner of the image, as you have seen in this Newsletter. So that each 
member does not have to be contacted individually, please email the Editor if you do NOT 
want any of your images that appear on the club website to be published in the Newsletter. 

Photo Books 
Our club has been registered with Momento Pro so that members can get discounts on 
photobooks and other products. The basic benefit of this programme is that club members 
can get a 30% discount on their first order and a 10% discount on subsequent orders. To 
take advantage of these offers, this is what you need to do: 

1. Go to momentopro.com.au/clubs. 
2. Scroll down to and click on the registration page link. 
3. Enter your email address and check the button next to “Photography or camera club 

coordinator or member” and then click “Continue”. 
4. Fill in your personal details. 
5. In the first section of the Questionnaire select “Belmont 16s Photography Club” as the 

organisation that you are a member of. 
6. Enter your Belmont 16s (main club) membership number. 
7. Complete the other parts of the questionnaire, check the box to agree with the terms and 

conditions and then click “Continue”. 

Momento Pro will take up to 2 days to process your application and check that you are a 
member of our club.  You will receive notification when everything is OK and you can 
then start preparing a photobook.  In the meantime, you can check out the design tools and 
book options that are available. 
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Please Keep Your Information Up-to-date 
If you change your email address (or mail address or phone number) please go to the club 
website, log in and click on the “Edit my Profile” quick link on the left of the home page 
(just under “Welcome Your Name”). If you have not already done so, please add a banner 
photo and a portrait to your profile page.  

Comments on Monthly Competition Entries 
If you have a few spare minutes, please log on to the club website and select 
Members>Competitions from the menu. This will take you to a page that lists all of the 
completed monthly competitions this year. Clicking on any of the links takes you to a 
gallery of the images for that competition and from there you can see the judge’s 
comments on each image. You can then add your own comments on your images or 
anyone else’s image. Don't be shy about doing this - anything that you have to say about 
the image will be appreciated. When you add a comment, put a tick in the box next to 
“Notify of new replies to this comment” and you will get an email if another member 
responds to your comment. 

Photoshop Tip of the Month 
Photoshop has three “screen modes”. The ‘normal’ mode shows Photoshop in a resizable 
window that includes the menu, toolbar and all the palettes that you have open. The ‘full 
screen with menu’ mode shows the same things but automatically adjusts the size of the 
window to fill your screen. The ‘full screen’ mode fills the screen with just the image area 
(no menu, no tool bar, no palettes). You can select these different modes from the 
View>Screen Mode menu. Alternatively, you can cycle through these modes by pressing 
the F key. If you press the Tab key you can swap between ‘normal’ mode and a ‘no menu’ 
mode that stays within whatever size window you are using for the ‘normal’ mode. 

Lightroom Tip of the Month 
When you are viewing images in the Library module you can add ratings (1-5) and/or 
colour outlines to each thumbnail using the numeric keypad or the numbers at the top of 
the keyboard. Pressing the numbers 1 to 5 adds star ratings; pressing the numbers 6 to 9 
adds colours. This can be a slow process unless you turn on the ‘auto advance’ feature that 
will advance you to the next image after you press one of the numeric keys. You can turn 
this feature on using Photo>Auto Advance from the menu, and it will stay on until you turn 
it off. Alternatively, you can turn this feature on/off with the Caps Lock key.  

Please Support the Belmont 16s 
Because we are a subsidiary club of the Belmont 16s we get a lot of in-kind support. For 
example, we do not have to pay for the use of club rooms. This allows us to keep our 
annual membership fees much lower than most other photography clubs. In return, it is 
only fair that our club members support the Belmont 16s and the best way to do that is to 
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purchase food and drink in the club. When you purchase food or drink and use your 
Belmont 16s membership card, that purchase is credited towards the Photography club’s 
“total spend” for the year. If, on average, our members spend more than a figure set by the 
16s Board we get a bonus at the end of the year. Last year that bonus was $1000. 

What do you want from your club? 
Why did you join the Belmont 16s Photography Club? Is the club meeting your needs? Do 
you want other things from the club?  Please talk to Committee members and let them  
know what else the club could do for its members. Don’t forget that nothing happens in the 
club without someone volunteering to do it. 

John Coxon Memorial Photographic Awards 
A new photographic competition has been announced which aims to nurture Newcastle’s 
photographers and honour the memory of John Coxon who had the honour of “master 
photographer” bestowed on him twice by the Australian Institute of Professional 
Photographers. The organisers hope that the competition, which is offering about $6,000 in 
cash prizes, will become a showcase event for Newcastle on a yearly basis. 

There are three categories for participants: Open (18 years old and above), Aspiring (those 
in the photography profession or aiming to be in the profession) and Student (under 18 
years old).  Within each category there are two sections: Portrait and Landscape. 

The deadline for submission for all prizes is Thursday 29th June 2017 (5pm AEST). 

For more information and the entry form click on this link: http://bit.ly/2oLAuin 
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